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PREFACE 

The  present  publication  in  the  S.  V.  University 
Oriental  Series  is  a  good  example  of  18th  century  Telugu 
prose  belonging  to  Southern  School  in  Telugu  literature 
called  "Sriraflgamahatniyamu"  written  by  a  Madura  Nayak 
King  Vijayaraflgachokkanatha  who  ruled  Madurai  as  the 
feudatory  of  the'Vijayanagar  Emperors.  This  SrlrangSruShs- 
tmyam  was  a  Telugu  version  of  the  same  work  composed  in 
Sanskrit  as  a  part  of  the  Brahman^a  Parana  in  ten  chapters  4 
The  Editor  of  this  work,  Sri  M.  Prafahakara  Rao,  is  a 
Research  Assistant  in  Telugu  of  our  Institute  and  did  the 
laborious  work  in  his  critical  edition*  collating  19  manus- 
cripts, hailing  from  our  Oriental  Research  Institute's  Library, 
the  Government  Oriental  Manuscripts  Library  at  Madras 
and  Sndhrk  Sahitya  Parishat  manuscript's  collection  at 
Kakinacjla.  The  number  of  manuscripts  of  a  work  to  be 
brought  out  in  the  form  of  critical  edition  mikss  tfcu  task  of 
the  Editor  difficult.  The  Editor  of  this  Work  could  over  come 
all  these  difficulties  with  hh  untiring  research  efforts* 
3rlrangamahatmyam  is  written  not  in  colloquial  prose  but  in 
puranic  prose  with  simple  grammatical  style.  Ths  Editor  has 
offered  to  the  reader  a  detailed  critical  introduction  which 
contains  the^eription  about  the  original  of  the  present 
text,  theA?ireU|iiii|stiip  between  Sriramanujicharya  and  Sri- 
rangamu  the  glory  of  thw  great  Vaistuva  pilgrim  centre  Sri* 
rangam  aad  its  antiquity.  He  elaborately  discussed  about  his 
collation  work,  methodology,  and  the  language  of  the  text, 


VJ11 


In  1912  one  Srlrangamahstmyam  written  by  Bhairava- 
kaviwas  edited  and  published  by  Sri  Manavalli  Ramakrishna- 
Jeavi  and  later  in  1921  another  Srirangamahatmyam  written 
by  Katta  Varadaraju  was  edited  and  published  by  Sri  Cheli- 
kaniLachchaRao*  After  these  efforts  in  the  beginning  of 
this  century,  the  present  publication  is  ant  appreciable  result 
of  the  critical  research  pursuits  of  the  Editor. 

The  Editor  of  this  work  must  be  complemented  for  his 
£eal  and  enthusiasm  in  the  research  activity  with  great  intsl  - 
lectual    sensibility.     If  the  Editor,  shx>ws    the    restraint  "in 
abridging  aad  epitomizing  his  critical  ideas,    he  can  produce 
good  works  of  research    without,  lojing   his ,  background  of 
the    strength   of   the    research    capability  and   intellectual 
ability.       ,  .  . 

Ithanlc  the  Goverit'raent  of  India*  for  providing  the 
finances  .towards  the  publication  of  this  work  as  a  part  of 
their  scheme  sanctioned  to  the., Oriental  Research  Institute  of 
S.  V.  University*,  .  . 
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as  the  available  details  about  him  are  scanty  but  he  has  been 
described  In  the  book  as  one  of  the  early  Cholas.  According 
toVincent  Smith,  the  mean  date  of  the  earliest  known  Chola 
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«*A  Chola  king  by  name  Dharma  Varma  is  not  known 
to  history.  The  Mahatmya  cannot  stand  the  test  of  historical 
criticism-  It  is  at  best  the  crystallaisation  of  a  local  tradition 
that  had  grown  up  in  course  of  time.'52 
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if.  765-790)  «ft5n»S 

SSJ 

2. 


SSoS 


&o  Sgdfio 


(Historical   Sequence) 

^D&) 
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So5g 


O 


g)  v|;tfo«c3°^baS  ^&>5<\o£3    "^Sb^pf  ^gb    ixp^r^B  SJ 

°^ 


A-4 


.  *§.  a. 

**Sr!Sankaracharya*s  life  period  is  presumed  to  be  from 
737-769  A.D.  Therefore  not  only  Poygai  Alvar  but  all  the 
other  alvars  as  well  seem  to  have  flourished  before  the  date 
of  death  of  Sri  Sankaracharya  and  before  Advaitism  had  any 
large  following.  None  of  the  alvars  refer  to  it  in  the  Pra- 
bandham.9'* 


835-862)  sSoiSB'dfcro  es^L^ciSSo.  ^a,  aS 


765—790) 
2.    History  of  Tirupati,  Vol.  II,  J954,  P-1006, 
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"On  going  through  the  dates  of  birth  we  find  that  M!  rf  th^m 
were  born  before  Christ  and  the  last  of  them  about  2,700  vea^s 
before  chrfct,  in  other  words  the  last  of  them  was  bo~n  4*627 
years  ago  and  the  earlist  or  the  first  6,130  years  ago.  Several 
amongst  modern  critics  are  not  disposed  to  give  to  the  Alvars 
any  antiquity  and  so  they  nlace  them  only  in  the  4th,  5*h  or 
6th  century  A.D.  The  dates  given  according  to  the  t^idi- 
tional  account  are  considered  by  them  to  be  faiciful  and, 
untrustworthy.991 

The  Dates  of  the  Alvars  &t  fa  g*1  L.  D.  gp«»£o  ^s^&? 

ol  ^  -»         ^. 

Indian  Ephemeris  Vol  I»  Pt.  1  (1922)  Appendix  VI  (Revised) 
pp^  484—  491  9  *5)^®fi*jfe,  Jo  urnel  of  the  South  Indian  Asso. 

ciation  6*?&  ^?°<jiS)o  ^epS)^  8-9  ^ePajo 
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The  History  of  Sri   Vaishnavas 
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1.  The  Sri  Vaishnava   Brahmans— Bulletin,    Madras    Govt. 
Museum,  1931,  P-9. 

2.  A  Chronology  of  the  Alvar— S.VJJ.O.  Research  Journal, 

ti  Vol.  XXIIL  1980,  P-49.       , 
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1)  Tanjawar  Raja  Cheritra«-(Local  History,  Biography 
etc.)  A  Descriptive  Catalogue  of  the  Oriental  Manus- 
cripts Collected  by  COLIN  MACKENZIE,  Edited  by 
H.H.  WILSON,  First  Edition,  Calcutta  1828. 
Edition  Madras  1882.  (PP.  276-277) 


2) 

Vol.  IX  M  317,  G,  O.  M.  L..  Madras,  Paper 

cript   restored   by  C.P.  Browa  with  his  Comments. 

(PP.  70-71) 


3)  &<&tf     £2or£?  —  m     SScn 

^coooasSa.   So^o^^6^&  Vol.  47  G:  O.  M 
Madras,  $&&>  32-33. 
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6) 

VOL  2,  1913. 


Antiquary,  Vol.  43  1914*  Vol.  44  1915,  Vol.  45  1916. 
Vol.  46  1917. 


7)  History  of  the  Nayaks  of  Madura  —  Rt  Sathyanatha  Aiyar 
Ed.,  S.  Krishnaswami  Aiyangar,   Madras,  1924. 


Epferaphia 
Indica's  1630  (1708  A.D.)  Vol.  XVI,  1921-22.  PP.  88-96 


9)  The  Historical  Inscriptions  of  1     R.t_.t    <^txm11    Prl 
Southern  India  /     Robeit    Sewe11    Ed* 


Krishnaswami  Ayyangar  (Collected  upto  1923)    Madras* 
...     1932,  New  Delhi"  19S3. 

10)  Telugu  Literature  and  Madura  Nayaks  —  N.  Venkata  Rao 
J.A.H.R.S.  Vol.  XVI  1947, 


i5F#eaj  ^o^   ^^p&^orr3^.  1924 


311 


§€dJotfCP&d85g?Y>fib      ^^3     Telugu  Poets  of 
Madura  and  Tanjore    ^      (rio#o<5*&>      (^y°tfu»%*S    1975) 

^^6o^  |oS&8o^  e^ii  &.  a. 
1981)    dfi.es 


Preface  ^ 
<4The  history  of  Nayaks  of  Madura  is  a 

oJ 

subject  which  has  received  some  attention  already  and  there 
have  been  a  few  attempts  at  presenting  that  history  in  a  con- 
nected form-  Both  J.  H.  Nelson's  Manual  of  the  Madura 
Country5(1868)  and  Bishop  R.  Caldwel3-s  History  of  Tinne- 


1954,  a&c$fi3S»tfe8    1960. 


83 

velly  (1881)  l  have  become  out  of  date  owing  to  the  fresh 
material  that  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject  chte« 
fly  by  the  advance  made  in  epigraphica!  researches  and  to  a 
smaller  extent  by  manuscript  work.  The  latest  effort  of 
Mr.  V.  Rangachari  in  the  columns  of  the  Indian  Antiquary 
has  not  used  the  Jesuit  records  which  are  invaluable  to  the 
history  of  the  Madura  country9.  A  thorough  and  systematic 
exploitation  of  these  invaluable  records  and  the  presentation 
of  a  connected  account  of  this  important  family  of  Vijaya* 
rayar  Viceroys  seemed  called  for". 

gan°£  &$b"3  ^  SStfc^soD  (An  Account  of  the  Sacred 
City  of  Madura) 
£\ 


1828,    1882 
W.   Taylor   i&$ 


1.  Second   Edition,    Asian  Educational  Services,  New  Delhi 
1982. 

2.  a)    La:  Mission  Du  Madure  by  Father  J.  Bertrand  of  the 

Society  of  Jeans,    Missionary  of  Madura.  (12  letters) 

b)  John  Lockman,  Travels  of  the  Jesuits,   published  in 
two   Volumes  on    the  20th  of  March,    1762,    being 
translations  from  the  lettres  edi'lantes  et  curicuses, 
6crites  des  Missions  Strangers,   par  les  Missionaires 
de  la  compagnie  de  Jesus  . 

c)  John  Nieuhoff,   Voyages  and  Travels  into  Brasil  and 

East  Indies.  ao^S*  Vd&§'  (Nayak)  %®Q  Nayk  vg> 


Neyk 

6ex>  isrfcSJ  ^s  ^^cpex^    !S*5P4J  ^c±&§5r>°0  History 

of  Nayaks  of  Madura 
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L«o<jfo   (1835) 


lf    LOCAL  HISTORY,  BIOGRAPHY 

Tanjawar  Raja  Clieritra 

a.  Palm  leaves 

b,  ^  do  — 

A»  account  of  some  of  the  first  Nayaks  of  Madura.  Soon 
after  the  establishment  of  the  Vijayanagar  Dynasty,  their 
authority  was  extended  over  mainly  the  whole  of  the  coun* 
tries  to  the  South,  learning  them  in  general  under  the 
panagement  of  their  princes  as  feudatories  paying  tribute, 
In  the  reign  of  Krishna  Raya  twooftheset  the  princes  of 
Chola  and  PSndya  of  Tanjore  and  Madura  being  at  war, 
Nagama  Nayak,  a  Telugu  officer  or  the  Raya  was  sent  to  the 
Support  of  the  Pandyan  Prince.  After  subduing  the  Chola 
Raja,  Nagama  imprisoned  his  ally,  and  assumed  the  sover- 
eignty, in  consequence  of  which  a  force  was  sent  against  him 
under  his  son  Viswanath  Nayak  who  defeated  his  father  and 
sent  him  prisoner  to  Vijayanagar.  The  father  was  forgiven  in 
consideration  of  the  loyalty  of  the  son,  and  the  latter,  on 
the  death  of  the  Madura  Prince  which  happeneds  hortly  after- 
wards, was  made  Governor  of  Madura.  He  took  advantage 
of  the  hostilities  between  the  Rajas  of  Vijayanagar,  and  the  ir 
Mohammedan  neighbours,  to  convert  his  government  into  an 
independency  and  was  succeeded  in  it  his  descendants.  The 
dynasty  extended  to  14  princes  commencing  about  1530  and 
continuing  till  the  middle  of  the  last  century  (ie  18th)  when 
Chendasaheb  got  possession  of  TrichinapalL  The  following 
appears  to  be  the  most  accurate  enumeration  of  these  princes* 
sonic;  of  whom  have  left  remarkable  traces  of  their  reigns  at 
Madura  and  Trichinapali  and  others  where  well  -  knowa  to 
the  Chistfem  Mission  erfos, 
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1.  Viswanath  —  about  1530 

2.  Krishnapa 

3.  Virapa 

4.  Vlswapa 

5.  Kumara  Krishnapa 

6.  Kasturi  Rangapa 

7.  Mutu  Krishnapa 

8.  Virapa  —  died  1623 

9.  Terumala  or  Tiimal  1663 

10.  Mutu  Virapa  — 

11.  Choka  nath  ~  died  1687 

12.  Krishna  Mutu  Virapa  1695 

13.  Vijayaranga;  Part  of  the  time  under  the  regency  of  h»s 
mother1  Mangamal  died  173L 

14  Vijayakumara  ;  Under  the  regeney  of  his  adoptive 
mother  Minakuhi,  in  whose  time  the  Mohammedan 
Prince  seized  the  fort  -  the  Princess  poisoned  he  'self  - 
the  adoptive  son  and  his  father  survived  these  distur- 
bances and  became  dependants  on  the  Paligar  of 
Ramnad  or  the  Nawabs  of  the  Carnatic,  until  th6 
whole  came  under  the  British  authority."  (•*) 
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Mother1  vSStfo  8J*tf&*4M     *Granad  Mother' 
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,»  cr 

03.   £s5d£tfotf  Ssptf  oPd&><&  ol>S>£  Son    •>«- 


O 


C*I  found  the  following  statement  in  ths  gentlemen's  Maga- 
zine in  1803  Page  20.  " 

Geotoo  Kings  of  Madura*' 


S.  S.  A.D. 

O 

3  -£  CVF-3              Ok.) 

2.  &o&  £}&&               cr  CD  1564 

3.  &25S  c3*»c&g             -2>J£>  r  1572 
4*  ^gaS  SPoSoSfib           GT  r  1595 
5.  oSxj^b  &^5^               -so  cr  1604 
6-  S&IS?  c^c^)S6         3^  1626 

7.  &&&»  &SS                 o  *&  1662 

8.  iB^S;..^^  5Tdi>S&    .33  ^  1662 


'-90 
9.  tfotfg-\Si  &2&l)tfS     cr  1685 

e~3          —o 

10. 


*o        Error1  1693 

11,  *minache  animal       cr  1742 

&D  £u*$£  See  FaSe  118  €P»  ^&c^tf  LS5*&^p^d>.  s*  a 
Page  in  S*  — 


gjg 


1;  'Error'  - 


lifi) 


.  <£a11  thess  are 


14 
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•-In  the  Mackenzie  Manuscripts  of  Indian  history  the  dates 
Anno  Domini  were  rarely  spacned  and  only  regarding  the 
last  century.  I  have  every  where  speci'ied  the  English  dates 
writing  the  A.  D.  numerals  ;  both  in  the  copies  prepared  for 
me  and  also  on  the  margins  of  the  originals."  —  C.P.  Brown. 
1835  <5*  W.  Taylor  <&•§>  &*&$&,  SD^O^ 

Oriental  Historical  Manuscripts 


The  Geneology  of  the  Karnata   Kings  of  Madura  and  Trichi- 
nopoly  &t  'jJ)3&&S*    &&3    c-pd&ST'^o 

Mackenzie  Manuscripts 

.  a.  sisj«i)o«o    (^LP^>,  1975) 

366  <^  SS^cabaSP^ab/  otoSS*So^on°e  ^5P§€)<S), 
*«The  first  Volume  fPathi)  of  the  reign  of  Raja  Mudda 
Virappa  Nayudut  son  of  Tirumala  Nayudu  was  written  fully  . 
The  matter  in  this  Volume  seams  to  be  in  continuation  of 
another  Telugu  Ms.  Both  the  Volumes  furnish  a  good  and 
fairly  accurate  account  of  the  Nayaks  rule  in  Madura,551 

Y.    Oriental  Historical  Manuscripts—  (Tr*)  W.  Taylor* 

Telugu  kaifiyats  restored  in  September  1835* 
Vol.    II    PP.     182-  184 
Vol.  HI       P.        514" 

1.     Mackenzie  Manuscripts  —  Summaries   of  the   Historical 
Mss«   in  the  Mackenzie  Collection,  Vol.  II 

Ed.  T.V.  Mahalingam,  Madras  university 
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1)  List  of  Inscriptions  copied  by  the  Office  of  the  Superin- 
tendent for  Epigraphy,  Madras  —  Compiled   upto  March 
1938  —  C  R.  Krishnarnacharlu,   Calcutta,  1941. 

2)  Subject  Index  to  the  Annual  Reports  oa   South   Indian 
Epigraphy  from   1887  to  1936  —  C.R.  Krishnatnacharlu, 
Calcutta*  1940. 

3)  Annual  Reports  on  Indian  Epigraphy  from  1837  to  1971 

4)  Index  to  Epigraphia  Indica  —*•  A.N-   Lahiri.  Vols.  I   to 
XXXIV,  1888-1962. 

5)  Epigraphia  Indica,  Vols.  Ill  (1894-95),    VI  (1900-01)  IX 
(1907-08),  XII  (1910-11)  and  XVI  (1921-22). 

6)  South  Indian  Incriptions  —  Vol.  XVI  Telugu  Inscriptions 
bf.Vijayanagar  Dynasty  Vol.  XXXIV  Inscriptions  of  the 
Ranganathaswami  Temple,  Srirangamt  Ed.  H.K.  Nara« 
simhaswamy,  1982. 

7)  Catalogue  of  the  Copper   Plate    Grants    In   the    Govt. 
Museum,  Madras,  (Ed  )  R*  Srinivasa  Raghava  Ayyangar 
Madras,  1918, 

§)  Archaeological  Survey  of  Mysore  -**  Annual  Reports 
1912  and  1917  (Ed.)  R.  Naraslmhachar,  A  study  by 
S.  Settar*  Karnatak  University*  Dharwar,  1977-78, 

9)  Epigraphia  Carnatica  —  >  Ed.  M,H,  Krishna*  Vol  XIV 
Mysore,  1943. 


118 

10)  Nayaka  Records  of  Travancore  Territory  —  Travancore 
Arcfaoeological  Series  Vol.  V,  Ft.  3,  Ed,  A.S-  Ramana- 
tha  Ayyar,  1927. 

11)  Midurai   Temple  Complex  -  Dr.  A.  V.  Jayachandran, 
Madurai  Kamaraj  University,  Madurai  1985. 

12)  Lists  of  Inscriptions  and  Sketch  of  the   Dynasties   of 
Southern  India—  Vols.  I  &  II,  Robert  Seweil,  Madras, 
1884. 

13)  Topographical  Lists    of  Antiquites  —Vols.  I  &  II 
—Robert  Seweil,  ' 

14)  A  Topographical  Lists  of  the  Inscriptions  of  the  Madras 
Presidency—  V.  Rangachari,  Vols.  I,:II  and  III,  Madras 
1919. 

15)  Historical  Insciptions  of  Southern  India  (collected  till 
1923)  —  Robert  Seweil,  Ed.  S.  Krishnaswamy  Aiyangar 
Madras  1932  (Reprinted  1983) 

16)  Sanskrit  and  Tamil   Inscriptions  -  (Eds.)  Jas,  Burgess 
S  M.  Natesa  Sastri, 

17)  South  Indian  Temple  Inscriptions—  Vol.  Ill   Part  I  Ed 

Madras  Govt-  °rf«ti  Series*  No] 
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an 


So,  do  ^a&Sd"  80)  1971 


1)    The  Coins  of  Southern  India—  Sir  Walter  Elliot* 

national  Numismata   Orientalia  Series,    1st   Ed.^    1884* 
Indological  Book  House^  Varanasi?.  2nd  Ed.  1970* 
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2)  Hints  to  Coin  Collectors  in    Southern    India  —  Captain 
R.  H,  Campbell  Tufnell,  Madras,  1889* 

3)  The  Coins  of  the  Kings  of  Vijayanagara— Dr.  E.  Hultzsch» 
The  Indian  Antiquary,   Vol.  XX,  1891,   PP.  308-9. 

4)  The  South  Indian  Copper   Coins— Dr.  E.  Hultzsch,   The 
Indian  Antiquary,  Vol.  XXI,  1892,  PP.  321-27. 

5)  The  Dravidian  Coins— Sir  T.  Desikachari. 

6)  Cainage  of  South  India — Vidya  Prakash,  The  Numismatiy 
Society  of  India,  Varanasi,  1968. 

7)  Madurai  Tiruppanimalai  — 

8)  Kumaraguruparaswamigal  Prabandangal,  Ed.  U.V.  Swa- 
minatha  Iyer,  Madras,  1939. 

9)  New     Light     on    the   Coins  of     Madurai    Nayaks   — 
Dr.  R.  Nagaswamy 

See,  South  Indian  Studies*  Vol.  I,  Ed.  Dr.  R.  Nagaswam 
Pub:  Society  for  ArahaeologicaL  Historical  and  Epigra- 
pical  Research,  Madras,  1976.  PP.  146-149  with  3  plates. 
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